


The Stewardship of St. Basil the Great

January 1

St. Basil the Great, the eloquent preacher and foremost classical scholar of
the Patristic Age, expresses his gratitude, love, and care for the Church in his many
letters and homilies. The life of St. Basil is familiar to all Orthodox Christians. We
know him for his generosity and for his abilities as an orator, a teacher of rhetoric,
and for establishing monastic life and orders.

One of the fundamental truths that describes the life of this great saint of
the Church is the passage taken from the Epistle of James, chapter 2:26 “For as the
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” In his own
words the saint states: ““I will show my faith by my works, and that must be the
touchstone of my sincerity!”

We call St. Basil “Great” because of his life, the success in living true
Christian stewardship and expressing himself in his sermons and writings. His
knowledge and love for Ancient Greek literature gave him the opportunity to
transpose this intellectual love into the truth of the Christian Orthodox Faith.

St. Basil’s writings encourage us to supply our soul with all that is best for
her. He has written in his essay entitled “To Young Men on How They Might Derive Profit from Pagan Literature” the
need for harmony between profession and lifestyle, emphasizing that you must strive to be what you appear - virtuous!

Our young people are greatly influenced by today’s world. One must realize that the examples placed before
them from the music they hear to the movies they view do not always project a positive message. These influences affect
the morals and values that are needed for our young people to develop the mature and responsible priorities out of order as
evidenced in their responses to the call to follow the Biblical teachings regarding regular and proportionate giving to the
Lord’s ministry.

Examining the life of St. Basil, we see that among his major contributions to the Church were his establishing
monastic disciplines. Although we may not have the calling to become a monastic, the lessons and direction offered by St.
Basil are applicable to the Christian steward of every age. St. Basil set Christian perfectionism as the goal. In the
monastery, the monks were to practice Christian virtues together, especially those of brotherly love - the practice
obedience to a spiritual father - the practice chastity and poverty, and the sharing of common goods of the monastery.
After they achieved Christian perfection, they were allowed to come back to the world and help others to achieve Christian
perfection. Thus, the monks had the mission of “social workers” as well. In addition to St. Basil’s contributions to
monasticism, he established orphanages, hospitals and schools. This was St. Basil’s way of utilizing the monastic
movement to benefit the mission of the Church in the world.

St. Basil recognized the importance of Christian Stewardship. He encouraged it for both the monastic
community and for the stewards of the local parish. From St. Basil’s teachings we, too, can become better Christian
stewards and sing to this great Father of the Church:

“Your voice resounded throughout the world that received your word by which, in godly manner, you taught dogma,
clarified the nature of beings, and set in order the character of people. Venerable father, Royal Priesthood, intercede to
Christ God to grant us great mercy.”
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Stewardship 2010

The following have submitted their 2009 pledge cards.

We thank them and we invite the others to make their gift to their church.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Akkerman
Mr. & Mrs. Themis Alexopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Amerine
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Anas

Mrs. Connie Andros

Mr. & Mrs. Cheistos Angeletakis
Mrs. Alice Antoniou

Ms. Joyce Attard

Mr. & Mrs. Louie Attard

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Attard

Mrs. Kiki Ballas

Mr. & Mrs. Anastasio Barouxis
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Begakis

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Begakis

Mr. & Mrs. E. Benardis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Benardis

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Benetatos
Mrs. Venetta Birakos

Mrs. Maria Bizakis

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Bonorris

Mr. & Mrs. George Borovilos
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Boussiacos
Mr. & Mrs. Tyke Camaras

Mr. & Mrs. Carl G. Cantonis
Mr. & Mrs. George Cantonis
Mr. & Mrs. John Chakos

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chapralis
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Chatzipetrou
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cherpas

Mrs. Freda Chrest

Miss Catherine Christ

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Christ

Mrs. Vivian Christian

Mr. & Mrs. William Christian
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chryssogelos
Mr. & Mrs. Dukas Contos

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cote

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Culp

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Dallas

Mr. & Mrs. John Dimopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Dourbetas
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Dourbetas
Mr. & Mrs. Angelos Dritsopoulos
Mrs. Mina Fourtounis

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Gabrielian
Mr. Harry Gallanes

Mr. & Mrs. George Gatsinaris
Dr. & Mrs. Vasili Gatsinaris
Mes. Patricia Gauvain

Miss Constance George

Mr. & Mrs. Peter George

Mrs. Demetra Georgouses

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Gialamas

Ms. Athena Gianakakos

Mr. & Mrs. John Giforos

Ms. Penny Glava

Dr. & Dr. Constantine Glezakos
Ms. Bessie Gonos

Mrs. Mary Goode

Dr. & Mrs. Dimitri Grammas
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Halfhill

Mrs. Demetra Harvalos

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hassapis
Mr. & Mrs. John Hatzidakis
Mr. & Mrs. James Hill

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hioureas

Mr. & Mrs. Savas Kallaos

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Kallaos
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kapogianis
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Kapogianis
Mr. & Mrs. Hristos Karanastasis
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Karnezis

Mrs. Alberta Keffalas

Miss Cynthia Kezos

Mrs. Nickey Kezos

Mr. Nick Kitakis

Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Klentos
Mrs. Gabriela Kolias

Mr. & Mrs. George Konstantarakis
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Koukladas
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Koukladas
Mr. & Mrs. George Kouloumbis
Mr. & Mrs. Yanni Kouloumbis
Mrs. Anne Koutzoukis

Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Koutzoukis
Mr. & Mrs. John Koutzoukis
Mr. Basilios Lambropoulos

Mr. & Mrs. George Lambros
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanyi

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Larabee
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lewis

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Libowitz
Mr. Ernie Love

Mr. & Mrs. Bjorn Malmlund
Mrs. Nada Margaretis

Mr. & Mrs. Polyvios Margias
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Marincovich
Mr. & Mrs. John Maris

Mr. Milton Maris

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk McMullin

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mellas

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mitchell

Mrs. Mary Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mitchell

Mrs. Sofia Moysidis

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Nichols

Mr. Pete Nichols

Mrs. Maria Nicolaou

Ms. Peggy Nicolaou

Mr. & Mrs. John Ohanian

Ms. Eugenia Pagalides

Dr. & Mrs. D. Paraskevopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Paxos

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Persakis

Mr. & Mrs. John Petropoulos
Mr. James Petros

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Petros

Mr. & Mrs. George Petsas

Mr. John Petsas

Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Poulopoulos
Ms. Sophia Rinos

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Roumpos
Mr. & Mrs. John Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Sarres

Mr. & Mrs. James Sdrales

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Sigas

Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Siokos
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Siouris
Mr. Alexander Soles

Mrs. Georgia Soles

Mrs. Bess Stavrakes

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Stratouly
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Contes

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Szary
Miss Maria Tambouris

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tragos

Miss Maria Treantefelles

Miss Kandia Triantos

Mr. & Mrs. George Tavoularis
Mr. & Mrs. William Thomas
Mr. & mrs. Spiro Tragos

Mrs. Foula Vanikiotis

Mr. & Mrs. Antonios Vatakis
Miss Lisa Vatakis

Mrs. Helen Vest

Mr. & Mrs. Eleftherios Vestakis
Mrs. Estella Vlachos

Mrs. Sophia Voulimeneas

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Winders
Ms. Josephine Zorzy

Mr. Jim Zounatiotis

Total Pledges: 151
Goal: 600

Total Pledged:
$129,353.00

Budgeted Goal:
$330,000.00

As of December 16 2009

Amount left to reach Goal:
$200,647.00




FATHER GEORGE HADJIS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Attention Graduated or Graduating
High School Seniors

Seize the opportunity!!!
Deadline for applying is April 17, 2010

Those who applied in the past and did not receive a
scholarship are urged to resubmit their applications.

For information or applications,
Please contact Penny Hatzis:

714-289-8935 (home)
714-595-6953 (cell)
penny.hatzis@sbcaglobal.net

Applications are also available
In the Church Office




ST. JOHN’S

You are cordially invited to participate
in the annual celebration in honor of our patron

ST. JOHN THE FORERUNNER
AND BAPTIST

Wednesday, January 6, 2010
The festal Great Vespers, 7:00 p.m.
Dinner Reception to follow with Area Clergy in Attendance

Thursday, January 7, 2010
The festal Orthros 9:00 a.m.
Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
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"Behold, | send my messenger before
thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the
voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight -- **

(Mark 1:2-3)




