


T hroughout the centuries there have been but few that have been recognized as Apostles or missionary 
saints.  During His life on earth, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ called the Twelve and the Seventy to 

become His apostles.  Due to their pivotal role in the spreading of the message of Christ, the Apostles are listed 
first among the six categories of saints.  The Prokeimenon that is sung in the Plagal of Tone Four notes:  “Their 
sound has gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto the end of the world.” 
 In His Great Commission to the Holy Apostles Jesus said:  “Go, therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age”  (Matt 28:19-20).  In fulfilling the Lord’s Great Commission they succeeded in carrying out His message 
of salvation to the entire world.  They became His representatives on earth and, in so doing, they bore witness to 
Him, they taught the world how He lived, what He said, and what He accomplished.  We, the stewards of the 
Christian Orthodox Church, are fortunate to be the beneficiaries of the stewardship offered by the Holy 
Apostles. 
 The lives and works of the Twelve Holy Apostles are more familiar than those of the Seventy.  For this 
reason, we wish to highlight the life of the Holy Apostle Barnabas, one of the Seventy.  Born to a wealthy 
family on the beautiful island of Cyprus, he has named Joseph.  His parents offered him every opportunity to 
progress in life.  He was sent to study under the renowned rabbinical scholar Gamaliel and his schoolmate was 
Saul, later to become the Holy Apostle Paul.  Having traveled to Jerusalem, he visited his cousin, St. Mark the 
Evangelist.  Barnabas had a great desire to study religion and he readily became a Christian and joined the other 
Apostles.  We read in the Book of Acts:  “Joseph, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is 
translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, having land, sold it, and brought the 
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet” (Acts 4:36-37).  Along with the Apostles Paul and Mark, Barnabas 
preached in many lands.  Among the places where He spread the Good News were: Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, 
Egypt, Jerusalem, Rome, and his homeland of Cyprus.  It is accepted by many that the Apostle Barnabas was the 
first to preach Christ in Rome and Milan, Italy.  Following a short period as the Bishop of Milan, he returned to 
Cyprus to preach Christ in his native land.  Under his guidance, the Church progressed in faith and many came 
to accept Christ in a predominantly pagan environment.  The success of his ministry brought the anger from the 
non-Christian authorities and he was arrested, tortured, and burned to death.  It is said that the Christians of 
Cyprus buried him next to St. Mark in the city of Salamis, “holding a copy of the Holy Gospel of Matthew that 
he had transcribed with his own hand.” 
 The Holy Apostle Barnabas was greatly respected by the other apostles.  It was said that he possessed 
the ability to bring consolation and encouragement to others and for this reason, was given the name Barnabas.  
He was recognized for his enthusiasm to preach the Good News and possessed such noble qualities like 
kindness, sympathy, and generosity.  Luke the Evangelist describes Barnabas as:  “…a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith…”  (Acts 11:24).  What a marvelous example of Christian Orthodox Stewardship.  
Through the intercessions of the Holy Apostle Barnabas may Jesus Christ our Lord, God, and Savior bless us 
with these same qualities of Stewardship. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Stewardship of the  
Holy Apostle Barnabas - June 11 

 
 

“Welcome Irene, Servant of God.  Proceed to the Imperial City in joy because the convent of Chrysovalantou 
needs you in the community.” 

 This welcoming of the saintly hermit Ioannikos was rendered to a beautiful young lady from Cappadocia 
named Irene.  It was the ninth century, the most beautiful and virtuous young women were being summoned to 
Constantinople so that Empress Theodora’s son, Michael, could choose a wife.  Irene was from an aristocratic family 
of Cappadocia and she gladly accepted the invitation.  The envoys of the Empress were impressed with Irene’s 
presence and were confident that she would be chosen to be the future emperor’s wife. 
 While traveling to Constantinople, Irene asked to visit Ioannifkos, a holy recluse who lived on Mt. Olympus 
in Asia Minor.  The saintly hermit possessed the gift of spiritual insight and foresaw not only the arrival of this young 
girl but also her future role in the life of the convent of Chrysovalantou. 
 When Irene arrived in the Imperial City she was greeted by her relatives.  In the meantime, however, it had 
been arranged for young Emperor Michael to marry another girl.  Far from being disappointed, Irene gave thanks to 
God who had led the Emperor to make this decision.  Remembering the hermit’s prophecy Irene visited the holy 
convent of Chrysovalantou.  She was so impressed with the environment of the monastery that she freed her slaves, 
gave all her wealth to the poor, and entered the convent. 
 While in the monastery, this young aristocratic girl served the community with humility and obedience.  Not 
once did she reminisce about her past and she cheerfully accepted the most despised tasks of the day-to-day chores in 
the convent. 
 In accordance with discipline of the monastery, she read the lives of the saints and was impressed with the 
life of the great Arsenios who taught a discipline of nightlong prayers.  She requested permission to emulate this 
teaching regarding prayer.  Her devotion to communicate with God through prayer enabled her to stand for 24 hours 
without movement.  Through abstinence and prayer, she was now totally free of worldly temptations.  So great was 
her devotion to God that she was blessed with the Holy Spirit in the manner of St. Paul, living no more according to 
the flesh, but so dwelling in Christ and Christ in her that she appeared transfigured to those who sought her spiritual 
counsel.  In time, the Abbess of the monastery would die breathing her last wishes to the nuns who had gathered in 
her cell.  She said, “Do not lament my departure for in my successor you have a leader who is wiser than I.  Be 
obedient to her, this daughter of light, lamb of Christ and vessel of the Holy Spirit.  Do not accept anyone but 
Irene.”  Then closing with the words:  “Glory to you, O Lord, in your mercy” she committed her soul to the care 
of the angels.  Irene would become the spiritual mother of the convent and she increased her prayer life and received 
wisdom from above to lead her community.  The Holy Convent of Chrysovalantou grew and enriched the lives of 
many pilgrims who would seek the humble guidance of Irene.  There are many miraculous stories that pertain to the 
life of St. Irene.  People from all walks of life experienced a renewal of faith when they spoke with her and followed 
her advice.   
 We, too, can be strengthened in our faith if we consider the lives of the saints.  The life of St. Irene 
Chrysovalantou offers Christian Orthodox stewards the opportunity to understand that our involvement in the Church 
is an expression of faith.  We are expected to be humble, obedient, and faithful as individuals and as members of an 
assembly of the faithful who glorify the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit through ministries offered by the Church.  
Prayerfully and faithfully let us move forward into the 21st century encouraged by the holy example of the saints. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Stewardship of  
St. Irene Chrysovalantou - July 28 

 
“A spiritual man is the man who shares in the grace of God, who is a participant in divine life.  Or to express it 

in Palamite terminology, a spiritual man is a created man who shares in the uncreated grace of God.”   
Giorgios I. Mantzarides 

 
 Life’s journey for the Christian Orthodox steward may be expressed in a variety of experiences, but each 
steward must walk that narrow road to the Lord.  In the soul’s quest for holiness, we seek union with God through 
theosis.  This union enables the steward to love God with his whole heart, soul, and mind, and one’s neighbor as 
oneself. 
 According to Christian Orthodox teaching, authentic Christian living requires a synergy, cooperation, 
between the Christian and God.  The synergy that takes place does not mean that God does half the work and the 
Christian the other half.  It does mean that while God does all the work necessary for our salvation, the Christian 
responds freely and completely to God.  There can be no intimate union with God if our own will is not surrendered 
and conformed to the divine will. 
 In our study reflecting the Stewardship of the Saints we recognize many Christian stewards who have 
distinguished themselves and continue to be very popular among the faithful people of God.  St. Phanourios is a saint 
who, though his life story is unknown, is well known and venerated by our Church.  We are not sure when or where 
he lived or what he accomplished.  What we do know is that he is greatly respected on the islands of Rhodes and 
Crete.  Whatever else we know is taken from studying his icon. 
 First, we must learn how the icon of St. Phanourios came about.  The island of Rhodes was invaded and 
pillaged by the foreign intruders.  As these malefactors looked for treasures among the rubble of one of the churches 
they had destroyed, they came across a number of icons that were in decay, except for one.  That one icon appeared 
as if it had been written that day.  The invaders gave no significance to this icon and left it with the rest.  Watching 
the events from a hidden vantage point, a group of monks observed what had happened.  When it was safe, the monks 
went to the church and retrieved the icon dedicated to St. Phanourios.  Upon inspecting the icon, they became visibly 
moved by what they saw.  Bordering the icon were twelve scenes depicting the persecution that the saint had 
suffered.  The monks desired to learn more about the life and martyrdom of St. Phanourios, but their research proved 
unsuccessful.  Only the icon remained as a witness to the life of this saint who remained steadfast in his faith.  There 
is one story about the saint that does remain.  It is said that his mother was a great sinner who refused to accept 
Christianity.  Saddened by her decision to deny Christ, St. Phanourios prayed fervently for his mother’s salvation.  
While he was being tortured and about to surrender his soul to God, St. Phanourios prayed:  “For the sake of these 
my sufferings, Lord, help all those who will pray to You for the salvation of Panourios’ sinful mother.”   Lost 
and forgotten for many years, the recovery of the icon is the reason that St. Phanourios is known as the patron saint of 
lost things. 
 Reviewing the lives of the saints enables us to realize the holiness of life that they have lived in a stewardship 
that transforms the world.  Though our deeds and efforts may be largely unknown by many, it is our faith that will be 
revealed for eternity.  By managing the resources that God has given us, that is, our Time, Talents, and Treasure, as 
those saintly Christian stewards exemplify what it means to be obedient stewards of Christ and His Church.   
 

 
 
 
 

The Stewardship of St. John the Merciful   
November 12 

 
  “We will soon see, Lord, which of us two will win the contest: 

You, Who ever gives me good gifts, or I, 
 who will never cease distributing them to the poor. 

For I know well there is nothing of mine that is not owing to Your mercy, 
 which upholds life.” 

(Prayer of St. John the Merciful) 
 

 Born in the year 555 on the island of Cyprus, the saint we remember on November 12 is a beautiful example of 
Christian Orthodox Stewardship.  Known to us as St. John the Merciful, he was the son of the devout Christian parents 
who were affluent and able to provide a comfortable living for their family.  His father served as governor of Cyprus and 
was involved in the politics and business of the island.  As John grew older, he married and had children and also died 
from a rare disease.  John’s faith in the Risen Lord gave him great comfort in dealing with the physical loss of his family.  
In Thanksgiving to God, he surrendered his life to Christ and the Church.  He was instrumental in the establishment of 
hospitals, orphanages, and gave his entire estates to the poor and needy so that he could pursue a life of prayer.  His 
reputation as a philanthropist spread throughout the Byzantine Empire and he was soon asked to become the Patriarch of 
Alexandria. 
 
 Among his first actions as Patriarch was call together all the clergy and trustees of the Diocese of Egypt.  He sent 
them out register all the poor and needy people in the area regardless of whether or not they were Christian.  Over 7,500 
people in need were found.  The Patriarch ordered that they were to be fed everyday and given the clothing they needed.  
He called the indigent his “Masters” and recognized that by serving them, God was providing an excellent opportunity to 
express faith in Him!  As Patriarch John depleted the treasury of the Church in Alexandria, concern arose as to how future 
expenses would be met.  Through his trust in the words of our Savior, the people soon experienced the promise of the 
Lord:  “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; nor about your body, what you 
will put on...But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to 
you...” (Matt. 6:25, 33). 
 
 There is a story about a poor man who thought he could beat the system.  He would receive more.  This happened 
three times when it was finally pointed out to the Patriarch.  Without hesitation the Patriarch ordered that the man be given 
twice as much, saying: “Maybe he is Jesus my Savior who has come on purpose to put me to the test.” 
 
 St. John, Patriarch of Alexandria, was recognized by his flock for being generous and kind to all people but 
especially to the poor and needy; for this reason, he was called, “the Merciful”.  In being merciful to others, St. John knew 
that it was the Lord Himself Who grants mercy and that he was simply His humble servant. 
 
 We can learn much about Christian Stewardship from the example of St. John the Merciful.  He recognized that 
his stewardship was both to serve the people less fortunate and to teach the wealthy to realize this opportunity as an 
expression of their faith in Jesus Christ.  Once, when some wished to thank John for his kindness and generosity he 
replied: “No more of that, brother!  I haven’t shed my blood for you yet, which is what the Savior asks”.  With this in 
mind, let us reconsider our understanding of Christian Orthodox Stewardship and learn from the life of St. John the 
Merciful. 

 
“A spiritual man is the man who shares in the grace of God, who is a participant in divine life.  Or to express it 

in Palamite terminology, a spiritual man is a created man who shares in the uncreated grace of God.”   
Giorgios I. Mantzarides 

 
 Life’s journey for the Christian Orthodox steward may be expressed in a variety of experiences, but each 
steward must walk that narrow road to the Lord.  In the soul’s quest for holiness, we seek union with God through 
theosis.  This union enables the steward to love God with his whole heart, soul, and mind, and one’s neighbor as 
oneself. 
 According to Christian Orthodox teaching, authentic Christian living requires a synergy, cooperation, 
between the Christian and God.  The synergy that takes place does not mean that God does half the work and the 
Christian the other half.  It does mean that while God does all the work necessary for our salvation, the Christian 
responds freely and completely to God.  There can be no intimate union with God if our own will is not surrendered 
and conformed to the divine will. 
 In our study reflecting the Stewardship of the Saints we recognize many Christian stewards who have 
distinguished themselves and continue to be very popular among the faithful people of God.  St. Phanourios is a saint 
who, though his life story is unknown, is well known and venerated by our Church.  We are not sure when or where 
he lived or what he accomplished.  What we do know is that he is greatly respected on the islands of Rhodes and 
Crete.  Whatever else we know is taken from studying his icon. 
 First, we must learn how the icon of St. Phanourios came about.  The island of Rhodes was invaded and 
pillaged by the foreign intruders.  As these malefactors looked for treasures among the rubble of one of the churches 
they had destroyed, they came across a number of icons that were in decay, except for one.  That one icon appeared 
as if it had been written that day.  The invaders gave no significance to this icon and left it with the rest.  Watching 
the events from a hidden vantage point, a group of monks observed what had happened.  When it was safe, the monks 
went to the church and retrieved the icon dedicated to St. Phanourios.  Upon inspecting the icon, they became visibly 
moved by what they saw.  Bordering the icon were twelve scenes depicting the persecution that the saint had 
suffered.  The monks desired to learn more about the life and martyrdom of St. Phanourios, but their research proved 
unsuccessful.  Only the icon remained as a witness to the life of this saint who remained steadfast in his faith.  There 
is one story about the saint that does remain.  It is said that his mother was a great sinner who refused to accept 
Christianity.  Saddened by her decision to deny Christ, St. Phanourios prayed fervently for his mother’s salvation.  
While he was being tortured and about to surrender his soul to God, St. Phanourios prayed:  “For the sake of these 
my sufferings, Lord, help all those who will pray to You for the salvation of Panourios’ sinful mother.”   Lost 
and forgotten for many years, the recovery of the icon is the reason that St. Phanourios is known as the patron saint of 
lost things. 
 Reviewing the lives of the saints enables us to realize the holiness of life that they have lived in a stewardship 
that transforms the world.  Though our deeds and efforts may be largely unknown by many, it is our faith that will be 
revealed for eternity.  By managing the resources that God has given us, that is, our Time, Talents, and Treasure, as 
those saintly Christian stewards exemplify what it means to be obedient stewards of Christ and His Church.   
 

 
 
 
 

The Stewardship of St. Stephen the 
Archdeacon and Protomartyr - Dec. 27 

 
 
 “...when the number of disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by 
Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  Then the twelve summoned the 
multitude of disciples and said...brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business...And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit...” 

(Acts 6:16) 
 

 Stephen was the first of the seven deacons ordained by the Holy Apostles in order to provide service to the poor.  This 
is why he is regarded the “Archdeacon,” the first among deacons. 
 
 Born into a faithful Jewish family, he spent his youth studying the Old Testament and desired to become a rabbi.  
Stephen was driven with the desire to be the most competent rabbi so he became the student of the famous ravincial theologian, 
Gamaliel.  Stephen lived during a time when the Christian Church was being established.  Upon completion of his studies, 
Stephen questioned the validity of the Christian teachings.  In short time, he discovered its truth in Jesus Christ, the Risen 
Messiah.  The decent of the Holy Spirit fifty days following the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ inspired many 
to be baptized (Pentecost).  The first Christians sold all their possessions and made their offerings at the feet of the Apostles.  
This generous act was one that freed them from worldly cares and enabled them to live as one community.  However, the growth 
of the Church meant that the Apostles had less time for prayer and ministry.  To assist them, the Apostles established the 
ministry of the deaconate. 
 
 As the Archdeacon, Stephen did more than serve the material needs of the Christian community, he also preached with 
a knowledge and power that comes only from God.  The leaders of the Jewish community in Jerusalem became angry at 
Stephen’s ability to bring people to belief in Jesus Christ and brought charges of blasphemy against him.  As Stephen stood 
before the Jewish tribunal, “the council looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel”  (Acts 6:15).  In 
chapter seven of the Book of Acts we read the account of Stephen’s remarks to high priest and his council.  As he spoke of 
God’s love and kindness their hatred towards him grew and they were convinced that he should be put to death.  As he 
concluded his God inspired testimony Stephen said:  “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!”  This infuriated them and they dragged him out of the city and “they stoned Stephen as he was calling on 
God and saying, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  Then he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them 
with this sin.’  And when he said this, he fell asleep”  (Acts 7:39-40).  Being the first to give his life for Christ earned him the 
title of “Protomartyr”. 
 
 How did this young Christian express his stewardship to his new Church and Faith?  A learned scholar of the Old 
Testament, Stephen did not aspire for positions of leadership or honor as other learned men would expect, but to a life of service 
and teaching.  He was ordained a deacon, and as such, he spent his life assisting the priests in their liturgical functions and 
teaching the people everyday.  As a deacon, but a position that was offered in imitation of Christ Whose example is one of 
servant leadership.  We, too, can learn from the example of St. Stephen if we contemplate upon the words of St. Paul in his 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians and apply them to our lives:  “For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4.5). 

 
“A spiritual man is the man who shares in the grace of God, who is a participant in divine life.  Or to express it 

in Palamite terminology, a spiritual man is a created man who shares in the uncreated grace of God.”   
Giorgios I. Mantzarides 

 
 Life’s journey for the Christian Orthodox steward may be expressed in a variety of experiences, but each 
steward must walk that narrow road to the Lord.  In the soul’s quest for holiness, we seek union with God through 
theosis.  This union enables the steward to love God with his whole heart, soul, and mind, and one’s neighbor as 
oneself. 
 According to Christian Orthodox teaching, authentic Christian living requires a synergy, cooperation, 
between the Christian and God.  The synergy that takes place does not mean that God does half the work and the 
Christian the other half.  It does mean that while God does all the work necessary for our salvation, the Christian 
responds freely and completely to God.  There can be no intimate union with God if our own will is not surrendered 
and conformed to the divine will. 
 In our study reflecting the Stewardship of the Saints we recognize many Christian stewards who have 
distinguished themselves and continue to be very popular among the faithful people of God.  St. Phanourios is a saint 
who, though his life story is unknown, is well known and venerated by our Church.  We are not sure when or where 
he lived or what he accomplished.  What we do know is that he is greatly respected on the islands of Rhodes and 
Crete.  Whatever else we know is taken from studying his icon. 
 First, we must learn how the icon of St. Phanourios came about.  The island of Rhodes was invaded and 
pillaged by the foreign intruders.  As these malefactors looked for treasures among the rubble of one of the churches 
they had destroyed, they came across a number of icons that were in decay, except for one.  That one icon appeared 
as if it had been written that day.  The invaders gave no significance to this icon and left it with the rest.  Watching 
the events from a hidden vantage point, a group of monks observed what had happened.  When it was safe, the monks 
went to the church and retrieved the icon dedicated to St. Phanourios.  Upon inspecting the icon, they became visibly 
moved by what they saw.  Bordering the icon were twelve scenes depicting the persecution that the saint had 
suffered.  The monks desired to learn more about the life and martyrdom of St. Phanourios, but their research proved 
unsuccessful.  Only the icon remained as a witness to the life of this saint who remained steadfast in his faith.  There 
is one story about the saint that does remain.  It is said that his mother was a great sinner who refused to accept 
Christianity.  Saddened by her decision to deny Christ, St. Phanourios prayed fervently for his mother’s salvation.  
While he was being tortured and about to surrender his soul to God, St. Phanourios prayed:  “For the sake of these 
my sufferings, Lord, help all those who will pray to You for the salvation of Panourios’ sinful mother.”   Lost 
and forgotten for many years, the recovery of the icon is the reason that St. Phanourios is known as the patron saint of 
lost things. 
 Reviewing the lives of the saints enables us to realize the holiness of life that they have lived in a stewardship 
that transforms the world.  Though our deeds and efforts may be largely unknown by many, it is our faith that will be 
revealed for eternity.  By managing the resources that God has given us, that is, our Time, Talents, and Treasure, as 
those saintly Christian stewards exemplify what it means to be obedient stewards of Christ and His Church.   
 

 
 
 
 

The Stewardship of St. Stephen the 
Archdeacon and Protomartyr - Dec. 27 

 
 
 “...when the number of disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by 
Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution.  Then the twelve summoned the 
multitude of disciples and said...brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business...And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit...” 

(Acts 6:16) 
 

 Stephen was the first of the seven deacons ordained by the Holy Apostles in order to provide service to the poor.  This 
is why he is regarded the “Archdeacon,” the first among deacons. 
 
 Born into a faithful Jewish family, he spent his youth studying the Old Testament and desired to become a rabbi.  
Stephen was driven with the desire to be the most competent rabbi so he became the student of the famous ravincial theologian, 
Gamaliel.  Stephen lived during a time when the Christian Church was being established.  Upon completion of his studies, 
Stephen questioned the validity of the Christian teachings.  In short time, he discovered its truth in Jesus Christ, the Risen 
Messiah.  The decent of the Holy Spirit fifty days following the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ inspired many 
to be baptized (Pentecost).  The first Christians sold all their possessions and made their offerings at the feet of the Apostles.  
This generous act was one that freed them from worldly cares and enabled them to live as one community.  However, the growth 
of the Church meant that the Apostles had less time for prayer and ministry.  To assist them, the Apostles established the 
ministry of the deaconate. 
 
 As the Archdeacon, Stephen did more than serve the material needs of the Christian community, he also preached with 
a knowledge and power that comes only from God.  The leaders of the Jewish community in Jerusalem became angry at 
Stephen’s ability to bring people to belief in Jesus Christ and brought charges of blasphemy against him.  As Stephen stood 
before the Jewish tribunal, “the council looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel”  (Acts 6:15).  In 
chapter seven of the Book of Acts we read the account of Stephen’s remarks to high priest and his council.  As he spoke of 
God’s love and kindness their hatred towards him grew and they were convinced that he should be put to death.  As he 
concluded his God inspired testimony Stephen said:  “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!”  This infuriated them and they dragged him out of the city and “they stoned Stephen as he was calling on 
God and saying, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  Then he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not charge them 
with this sin.’  And when he said this, he fell asleep”  (Acts 7:39-40).  Being the first to give his life for Christ earned him the 
title of “Protomartyr”. 
 
 How did this young Christian express his stewardship to his new Church and Faith?  A learned scholar of the Old 
Testament, Stephen did not aspire for positions of leadership or honor as other learned men would expect, but to a life of service 
and teaching.  He was ordained a deacon, and as such, he spent his life assisting the priests in their liturgical functions and 
teaching the people everyday.  As a deacon, but a position that was offered in imitation of Christ Whose example is one of 
servant leadership.  We, too, can learn from the example of St. Stephen if we contemplate upon the words of St. Paul in his 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians and apply them to our lives:  “For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4.5). 

 
 St. Basil the Great, the eloquent preacher and foremost classical scholar of 
the Patristic Age, expresses his gratitude, love, and care for the Church in his many 
letters and homilies.  The life of St. Basil is familiar to all Orthodox Christians.  We 
know him for his generosity and for his abilities as an orator, a teacher of rhetoric, 
and for establishing monastic life and orders. 
 
 One of the fundamental truths that describes the life of this great saint of 
the Church is the passage taken from the Epistle of James, chapter 2:26 “For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”  In his own 
words the saint states:  “I will show my faith by my works, and that must be the 
touchstone of my sincerity!” 
 
 We call St. Basil “Great” because of his life, the success in living true 
Christian stewardship and expressing himself in his sermons and writings.  His 
knowledge and love for Ancient Greek literature gave him the opportunity to 
transpose this intellectual love into the truth of the Christian Orthodox Faith. 
 
 St. Basil’s writings encourage us to supply our soul with all that is best for 

her.  He has written in his essay entitled “To Young Men on How They Might Derive Profit from Pagan Literature” the 
need for harmony between profession and lifestyle, emphasizing that you must strive to be what you appear - virtuous! 
 
 Our young people are greatly influenced by today’s world.  One must realize that the examples placed before 
them from the music they hear to the movies they view do not always project a positive message.  These influences affect 
the morals and values that are needed for our young people to develop the mature and responsible priorities out of order as 
evidenced in their responses to the call to follow the Biblical teachings regarding regular and proportionate giving to the 
Lord’s ministry. 
 
                Examining the life of St. Basil, we see that among his major contributions to the Church were his establishing 
monastic disciplines.  Although we may not have the calling to become a monastic, the lessons and direction offered by St. 
Basil are applicable to the Christian steward of every age.  St. Basil set Christian perfectionism as the goal.  In the 
monastery, the monks were to practice Christian virtues together, especially those of brotherly love - the practice 
obedience to a spiritual father - the practice chastity and poverty, and the sharing of common goods of the monastery.  
After they achieved Christian perfection, they were allowed to come back to the world and help others to achieve Christian 
perfection.  Thus, the monks had the mission of “social workers” as well.  In addition to St. Basil’s contributions to 
monasticism, he established orphanages, hospitals and schools.  This was St. Basil’s way of utilizing the monastic 
movement to benefit the mission of the Church in the world. 
 
                 St. Basil recognized the importance of Christian Stewardship.  He encouraged it for both the monastic 
community and for the stewards of the local parish.  From St. Basil’s teachings we, too, can become better Christian 
stewards and sing to this great Father of the Church: 
 
“Your voice resounded throughout the world that received your word by which, in godly manner, you taught dogma, 
clarified the nature of beings, and set in order the character of people.  Venerable father, Royal Priesthood, intercede to 
Christ God to grant us great mercy.” 

The Stewardship of St. Basil the Great 
January 1 



Stewardship 2010 
The following have submitted their 2009 pledge cards.  

 We thank them and we invite the others to make their gift to their church.   
 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Akkerman 
Mr. & Mrs. Themis Alexopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Amerine 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Anas 
Mrs. Connie Andros 
Mr. & Mrs. Cheistos Angeletakis 
Mrs. Alice Antoniou 
Ms. Joyce Attard 
Mr. & Mrs. Louie Attard 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Attard 
Mrs. Kiki Ballas 
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasio Barouxis 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Begakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Begakis 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Benardis 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Benardis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Benetatos 
Mrs. Venetta Birakos 
Mrs. Maria Bizakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Bonorris 
Mr. & Mrs. George Borovilos 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Boussiacos 
Mr. & Mrs. Tyke Camaras 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl G. Cantonis 
Mr. & Mrs. George Cantonis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Chakos 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chapralis 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Chatzipetrou 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Cherpas 
Mrs. Freda Chrest 
Miss Catherine Christ 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Christ 
Mrs. Vivian Christian 
Mr. & Mrs. William Christian 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Chryssogelos 
Mr. & Mrs. Dukas Contos 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cote 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Culp 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Dallas 
Mr. & Mrs. John Dimopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Dourbetas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Dourbetas 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelos Dritsopoulos 
Mrs. Mina Fourtounis 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Gabrielian 
Mr. Harry Gallanes 
Mr. & Mrs. George Gatsinaris 
Dr. & Mrs. Vasili Gatsinaris 
Ms. Patricia Gauvain 
Miss Constance George 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter George 
Mrs. Demetra Georgouses 
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Gialamas 
Ms. Athena Gianakakos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Giforos 

Ms. Penny Glava 
Dr. & Dr. Constantine Glezakos 
Ms. Bessie Gonos 
Mrs. Mary Goode 
Dr. & Mrs. Dimitri Grammas 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Halfhill 
Mrs. Demetra Harvalos 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hassapis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hatzidakis 
Mr. & Mrs. James Hill 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hioureas 
Mr. & Mrs. Savas Kallaos 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Kallaos 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kapogianis 
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Kapogianis 
Mr. & Mrs. Hristos Karanastasis  
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Karnezis 
Mrs. Alberta Keffalas 
Miss Cynthia Kezos 
Mrs. Nickey Kezos 
Mr. Nick Kitakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Klentos 
Mrs. Gabriela Kolias 
Mr. & Mrs. George Konstantarakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Koukladas 
Mr. & Mrs. Dino Koukladas 
Mr. & Mrs. George Kouloumbis 
Mr. & Mrs. Yanni Kouloumbis 
Mrs. Anne Koutzoukis 
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Koutzoukis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Koutzoukis 
Mr. Basilios Lambropoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Lambros 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lanyi 
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Larabee 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Libowitz 
Mr. Ernie Love 
Mr. & Mrs. Bjorn  Malmlund 
Mrs. Nada Margaretis 
Mr. & Mrs. Polyvios Margias 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Marincovich 
Mr. & Mrs. John Maris 
Mr. Milton Maris 
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk McMullin 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Mellas 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mitchell 
Mrs. Mary Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Mitchell 
Mrs. Sofia Moysidis 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Nichols 
Mr. Pete Nichols 
Mrs. Maria Nicolaou 
Ms. Peggy Nicolaou 
Mr. & Mrs. John Ohanian 

Ms. Eugenia Pagalides 
Dr. & Mrs. D. Paraskevopoulos 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Paxos 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Persakis 
Mr. & Mrs. John Petropoulos 
Mr. James Petros 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Petros 
Mr. & Mrs. George Petsas 
Mr. John Petsas 
Mr. & Mrs. Kostas Poulopoulos 
Ms. Sophia Rinos 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Roumpos 
Mr. & Mrs. John Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Sarres 
Mr. & Mrs. James Sdrales 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Sigas 
Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Siokos 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Siouris 
Mr. Alexander Soles 
Mrs. Georgia Soles 
Mrs. Bess Stavrakes 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Stratouly 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Contes 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Szary 
Miss Maria Tambouris 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Tragos 
Miss Maria Treantefelles 
Miss Kandia Triantos 
Mr. & Mrs. George Tavoularis 
Mr. & Mrs. William Thomas 
Mr. & mrs. Spiro Tragos 
Mrs. Foula Vanikiotis 
Mr. & Mrs. Antonios Vatakis 
Miss Lisa Vatakis  
Mrs. Helen Vest 
Mr. & Mrs. Eleftherios Vestakis 
Mrs. Estella Vlachos 
Mrs. Sophia Voulimeneas 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Winders 
Ms. Josephine Zorzy 
Mr. Jim Zounatiotis 

As of December 16 2009 
Total Pledges: 151 

Goal: 600 
Total  Pledged: 

$129,353.00 
Budgeted Goal: 

$330,000.00 
Amount left to reach Goal: 

$200,647.00 



FATHER GEORGE HADJIS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Attention Graduated or Graduating
High School Seniors

Seize the opportunity!!!
Deadline for applying is April 17, 2010

Those who applied in the past and did not receive a
scholarship are urged to resubmit their applications.

For information or applications,
Please contact Penny Hatzis:

714-289-8935 (home)
714-595-6953 (cell)

penny.hatzis@sbcglobal.net

Applications are also available
In the Church Office



ST. JOHN’S  
FEAST DAY SERVICES 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are cordially invited to participate  
in the annual celebration in honor of our patron 

 
ST. JOHN THE FORERUNNER  

AND  BAPTIST 
 

           Wednesday, January 6, 2010 
The festal Great Vespers, 7:00 p.m. 

Dinner Reception to follow with Area Clergy in Attendance 
  

Thursday, January 7, 2010 
The festal Orthros  9:00 a.m. 

Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight -- " 
 
   (Mark 1:2-3) 
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St. John the Baptist  
Greek Orthodox Church 
 405 N. Dale Street 
Anaheim, CA 92801  
(714) 827-0181 

 


